The status of older adolescents at exit from out-of-home care.
Administrative data and case record reviews were used to assess the exit status of a sample of older youths leaving out-of-home care in one midwestern state. Results show that most left without a job or a high school diploma, and that many left with neither. The most common living arrangement at the time of exit was with relatives, some through planned reunification and some through unplanned reunification. The majority of the youths exited out-of-home care in unplanned ways. The number of placements and the completion of high school predicted employment status. High school completion was associated with age and a history of inpatient psychiatric care, running away, and mental retardation. Implications for independent living programs for older youths are discussed.